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3.24.010 Use of and damage to fire hydrants.

3.24.020 Moving of fire hydrants.

3.24.010 Use of and damage to fire hydrants.

No person or persons, other than those designated and authorized by the fire district authority, or by
the district, shall open any fire hydrant, attempt to draw water from it or in any manner damage or tamper
with it. Any violation of this regulation will be enforced according to Section 3.36.050.

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 1 Art II, § 19A, 1967)

3.24.020 Moving of fire hydrants.

When a fire hydrant has been installed in the location specified by the proper authority, the district has
fulfilled its obligation. If a property owner or other party desires a change in the size, type or location of the
hydrant, he shall bear all costs of such changes, by advance deposit. Any change in the location of a fire
hydrant must be approved by the proper authority.

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 1 Art II, § 19B, 1967)

Chapter 3.28 CROSS-CONNECTION CONTROL
Sections:

3.28.010 Purpose.

3.28.020 Cross-connection protection requirements.

3.28.030 Backflow prevention devices.

3.28.040 User supervisor.

3.28.050 Administrative procedures.

3.28.060 Water service termination.

3.28.010 Purpose.

A. The purpose of this chapter is:

1. To protect the public water supply against actual or potential contamination through cross-
connections by isolating sources of contamination that may occur within a water user's premises
because of some undiscovered or unauthorized cross-connection on the premises; and

2. To eliminate existing connections between drinking water systems and other sources of water
that are not approved as safe and potable for human consumption; and

3. To eliminate cross-connections between drinking water systems and sources of contamination;
and

4. To prevent the making of cross-connections in the future.
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B. These regulations are adopted pursuant to the California Code of Regulations, Title 17, Public Health,
and entitled Regulations Relating to Cross-Connections.

C. It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation at any time to make or maintain or cause to be made
or maintained, temporarily or permanently, for any period of time whatsoever, any cross-connection
between plumbing pipes or water fixtures being served with water by the district water department and
any other source of water supply or to maintain any sanitary fixture or other appurtenances or fixtures
which, by reason of their construction, may cause or allow backflow of water or other substances into
the water supply system of the district.

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 5 (part), 1988)

3.28.020 Cross-connection protection requirements.

A. General provisions.

1. Unprotected cross-connections with the public water supply are prohibited.

2. Whenever backflow protection has been found necessary, the district will require the water user
to install an approved backflow prevention device by and at his/her expense for continued service
or before a new service will be granted.

3. Wherever backflow protection has been found necessary on a water supply line entering a water
user's premises, then any and all water supply lines from the district's mains entering such
premises, buildings, or structures shall be protected by an approved backflow prevention device.
The type of device to be installed will be in accordance with the requirements of this chapter.

B. Where protection is required.

1. Each service connection from the district water system for supplying water to premises having an
auxiliary water supply shall be protected against backflow of water from the premises into the
public water system unless the auxiliary water supply is accepted as an additional source by the
district, and is approved by the public health agency having jurisdiction.

2. Each service connection from the district water system for supplying water to any premises, where
(a) any substance (including, but not limited to process water) is handled in such a manner that
may allow its entry into the district water system or (b) water originating from the district water
system may be subjected to deterioration in sanitary quality and then may allow reentry into the
district water system, shall be protected against backflow of the water from the premises into the
district water system. This requirement shall also apply to water meters that are not located at the
customer's property line and results in an excessively long water service line from the meter to
the building connection.

3. Backflow prevention devices shall be installed on the service connection to any premises: (a)
having internal cross-connections that cannot be permanently corrected and controlled to the
satisfaction of the state or local health department and the district, or (b) having intricate plumbing
and piping arrangements or (c) where entry to all portions of the premises is not readily accessible
for inspection purposes, making it impracticable or impossible to ascertain whether or not cross-
connections exist or (d) which are multifamily residential units with three or more separate
dwelling units.

C. Type of protection required.

1. The type of protection that shall be provided to prevent backflow into the approved water supply
shall be commensurate with the degree of hazard that exists on the water user's premises as
determined by the district. The types of backflow protection devices that may be required (listed
in an increasing level of protection) include: Double check valve assembly (DC), Reduced
pressure principle backflow prevention device (RP), and an Air-gap separation (AG). The water
user may choose a higher level of protection than required by the district. The minimum types of
backflow protection required to protect the public water supply, at the water user's connection to
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premises with various degrees of hazard are given in Table 1 of 17 California Code of Regulations
7604, a copy of which is attached and incorporated herein by this reference. Situations which are
not covered in Table 1 shall be evaluated on a case-by-case basis and the appropriate backflow
protection shall be determined by the district or health agency.

2. Two or more services supplying water from different street mains to the same building, structure,
or premises through which an inter-street main flow may occur, shall have a reduced pressure
principle backflow prevention device installed on each water service to be located adjacent to and
on the customer's property side of the respective meters.

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 5 (part), 1988)

(Ord. No. 59, § 4, 11-7-2016)

3.28.030 Backflow prevention devices.

A. Approved backflow prevention devices.

1. Only backflow prevention devices which have been approved by the district shall be acceptable
for installation by a water user connected to the district's potable water system. Backflow
prevention devices for the applicable level of protection approved by AWWA and/or the University
of Southern California Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USC)
shall be deemed acceptable for installation.

2. The district will provide, upon request, to any affected customer a list of approved backflow
prevention devices for each level of protection.

3. Prior to installation, the district must approve a submittal indicating the size, make and model of
the proposed device.

4. The district must inspect all piping, from meter to backflow, before backfilling is approved and
after the installation of the device is completed

B. Backflow prevention device installation.

1. Backflow prevention devices shall be installed in the manner prescribed in Section 7603, Title 17
of the California Code of Regulations and in accordance with district standard details. Location of
the devices should be as close as practical to the water user's meter connection. The district shall
have the final authority in determining the required location of a backflow prevention device.
Building renovations and change of tenancy or ownership may require the installation of a
backflow assembly device. This applies to fire sprinkler or domestic water services as determined
by district staff. If a customer is required to install an approved backflow prevention device on a
fire sprinkler system, the customer must submit a letter of approval from the local fire jurisdiction
stating the fire sprinkler system will still operate as originally designed with the new device in
place.

a. AG: The approved air-gap separation shall be located on the water user's side of and as
close to the service connection as is practical. No water connections shall be provided from
any point between the service connection and the air-gap separation. The water inlet fill
piping to the vessel shall terminate at a distance of at least two times the inside diameter of
the supply inlet pipe, but in no case less than two inches, above the overflow/flood rim level
of the receiving tank.

b. RP: The approved reduced pressure principle backflow prevention device shall be installed
on the water user's side of and as close to the service connection as is practical. The device
shall be installed a minimum of twelve inches above grade and not more than thirty-six inches
above grade measured from the bottom of the device and with a minimum of twelve inches
side clearance. The device shall be installed so that it is readily accessible for maintenance
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and testing. Water supplied from any point between the service connection and the RP
device shall be protected in a manner approved by the district.

c. DC: The approved double check valve assembly shall be located as close as practical to the
water user's connection and shall be installed above grade, if possible, and in a manner
where it is readily accessible for testing and maintenance.

C. Backflow prevention device testing and maintenance.

1. The owners of any premises on which, or on account of which, backflow prevention devices are
installed, shall have the devices tested by a person who has demonstrated his or her competency
to the district in the testing of these devices. Persons who have current certification issued by
CA/NV AWWA as backflow prevention device testers shall be deemed to have demonstrated
such competency. Backflow prevention devices must be tested at least annually and immediately
after installation, re-piping, relocation or repair. The district may require a more frequent testing
schedule if it is determined to be necessary. No device shall be placed back in service unless it
is functioning as required. A report in a form acceptable to the district shall be filed with the district
each time a device is tested, relocated, or repaired. These devices shall be serviced, overhauled,
or replaced whenever they are found to be defective and all costs of testing, repair, and
maintenance shall be borne by the water user. If a device fails to pass the test and is no longer
on the USC list of approved assemblies, it must be replaced by an assembly that is on the current
USC list of approved assemblies and installed according to the most recent district installation
detail.

2. The district will supply affected water users with a list of persons acceptable to the district to test
backflow prevention devices. The district will notify affected customers by mail when annual
testing of a device is needed and also supply users with the necessary forms which must be filled
out each time a device is tested or repaired.

D. Backflow prevention device removal. Approval must be obtained from the district before a backflow
prevention device is removed, relocated, or replaced:

1. Removal. The use of a device may be discontinued and the device removed from service upon
presentation of sufficient evidence to the district to verify that a hazard no longer exists and is not
likely to be created in the future;

2. Relocation. A device may be relocated following confirmation by the district that the relocation will
continue to provide the required protection and satisfy installation requirements. A retest will be
required following the relocation of the device;

3. Repair. A device may not be removed for repair, unless the water use is either discontinued until
repair is completed and the device is returned to service, or the service connection is equipped
with another adequate backflow protection device approved by the district. A retest will be
required following the repair of the device; and

4. Replacement. A device may be removed and replaced provided the water use is discontinued
until the replacement device is installed. All replacement devices must be on the USC list of
approved assemblies, approved by the district and must be commensurate with the degree of
hazard involved.

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 8 Art. I, 1989; Ord. 5 (part), 1988)

(Ord. No. 59, § 4, 11-7-2016)

3.28.040 User supervisor.

The district and/or health agency may, at their discretion, require an industrial water user to designate
a user supervisor, at the water user's expense, when the water user's premises has a multipiping system
that conveys various types of fluids, some of which may be hazardous and where changes in the piping
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system are frequently made. The user supervisor shall be responsible for the avoidance of cross-
connections during the installation, operation and maintenance of the water user's pipelines and equipment.

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 5 (part), 1988)

3.28.050 Administrative procedures.

A. Water system inspection.

1. The district shall review all requests for new service to determine if backflow protection is needed.
Plans and specifications must be submitted to the district upon request for review of possible
cross-connection hazards as a condition of service for new service connections. If it is determined
that a backflow prevention device is necessary to protect the district water system, the required
device must be installed before service will be granted.

2. The district may require an on-premise inspection of any existing water service connections to
evaluate cross-connection hazards. The district will transmit a written notice requesting an
inspection appointment to each affected water user. Any water user who cannot or will not allow
an on-premise inspection of his or her piping system shall be required to install the backflow
prevention device the district determines necessary.

3. If the inspection/survey reveals that cross-connection hazards do exist on any premises, the
district and/or the health agency shall conduct a detailed inspection to evaluate the existing
hazards. The district will transmit a written notice requesting an inspection appointment to each
affected water user.

4. Any water user who cannot or will not allow an on-premise inspection of water user's piping
system shall be required to install the backflow prevention device the district or health agency
considers necessary.

5. Based on findings of the detailed inspection, the district will prepare a report outlining the findings
of the inspection and list the required actions of the user.

B. Customer notification—Device installation.

1. The district will notify the water user of the inspection findings, listing the corrective actions to be
taken. A period of thirty calendar days will be given to complete all required corrective actions,
including installation of backflow prevention devices.

2. The district will re-inspect the premises at the end of that time period to verify compliance or
noncompliance.

3. If the water user does not comply within the time period allowed, the district will issue a second
notice. The second notice will give the water user fifteen calendar days to take the required
corrective action.

4. If the water user fails to comply within the fifteen day period, a final notice will give the water user
fifteen calendar days to take the required corrective action.

5. If the water user fails to comply within the fifteen day period, the district may terminate water
service to the affected water user until compliance is obtained.

C. Customer notification—Testing and maintenance.

1. The district will notify each affected water user when it is time for the backflow prevention device
installed on their service connection to be tested. This written notice shall give the water user
thirty calendar days to have the device tested and supply the water user with the necessary form
to be completed and submitted to the district.
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2. A second notice shall be sent to each water user who fails to have the backflow prevention device
tested as prescribed in the first notice within the thirty day period allowed. The second notice will
give the water user fifteen calendar days to comply.

3. A final notice shall be sent to each water user who fails to have the backflow prevention device
tested as prescribed in the second notice within the fifteen calendar day period allowed. The final
notice will give the water user fifteen calendar days to comply.

4. If no action is taken within this time period, the district may terminate water service to that water
user's premises until the subject device is tested.

5. Reports of testing and maintenance shall be maintained by the district for a minimum of three
years.

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 5 (part), 1988)

(Ord. No. 59, § 4, 11-7-2016)

3.28.060 Water service termination.

A. General. When the district encounters water uses that represent clear and immediate hazards to the
potable water supply that cannot be immediately abated, the district shall discontinue water service as
described in subsection C of this section.

B. Basis for termination. Conditions or water uses that create a basis for water service termination shall
include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Refusal to install a required backflow prevention device;

2. Refusal to test a backflow prevention device;

3. Refusal to repair a faulty backflow prevention device;

4. Refusal to replace a faulty backflow prevention device;

5. Direct or indirect connection between the public water system and a sewer line;

6. Unprotected direct or indirect connection between the public water system and a system or
equipment containing pollutants or contaminants;

7. Unprotected direct or indirect connection between the public water system and an auxiliary water
system; and

8. A situation which presents an immediate health hazard to the public water system.

C. Water service termination procedures.

1. For conditions of subsections (B)(1), (2), (3), or (4) of this section and unless Section 3.28.050(B)
or (C) apply, the district will terminate service to a customer's premises after three written notices
have been sent specifying the corrective action needed and the time period in which it must be
taken. If no action is taken within the time period allowed, the district may terminate water service.

2. For conditions of subsections (B)(5), (6), (7), or (8) of this section, the district will take the following
steps:

a. Make reasonable efforts to advise the water user of its intent to terminate water service;
however, actual notice to the water user is not required given the potential immediate threat
to public health;

b. Immediately terminate water service and lock the service valve. The water service will remain
inactive until the condition has been corrected to the satisfaction of the district.
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c. Once the condition has been corrected to the satisfaction of the district, reconnection fees
will apply. (See section 3.20.160.G)

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 5 (part), 1988)

(Ord. No. 59, § 4, 11-7-2016)

Chapter 3.32 WATERWELL PERMITS AND STANDARDS
Sections:

3.32.010 Certain provisions adopted.

3.32.020 Non-district waterwells restricted.

3.32.030 Well permits.

3.32.040 Well abandonment.

3.32.050 Enforcement and administration.

3.32.060 Violations and warnings.

3.32.070 Nuisances, abatement and injunctive relief.

3.32.010 Certain provisions adopted.

The provisions of Chapter 15.08, Waterwells, of the Monterey County code, now in effect and as they
may be amended hereafter, except as otherwise hereinafter provided, are adopted, enacted and set out in
full with amendments as Appendix B to this code.

(Amended during 3-02 supplement: Ord. 13A § 1990: Ord. 13 §§ 1, 2, 1990)

3.32.020 Non-district waterwells restricted.

Except as provided in subsection A of this code, no water well may be constructed or reconstructed
within the boundary of Marina Coast Water District, excepting wells constructed by the district.

A. Small, shallow wells allowed under permit. Wells no deeper than one hundred feet below ground
surface may be constructed for landscape irrigation or other non-potable purposes under permits
issued and administered by the district pursuant to this chapter. A district permit shall be issued
only after all other state, county and city agencies having jurisdiction have approved and set
conditions for the well construction. The district shall not issue a permit for any well with a casing
inside diameter larger than six inches. All wells shall conform to the requirements of this chapter,
concerning water wells. Approval or disapproval of a permit for proposed well construction shall
be at the sole discretion of the district.

B. Existing wells. Wells constructed and existing before the effective date of this section shall be
exempt from the restrictions of this section and the requirements of Section 3.32.030, as long as
such wells are functional without redrilling, recasing, rescreening or major reconstruction.
Redrilling, recasing, rescreening and major reconstruction shall require compliance with this
section and with Section 3.32.030. Replacement of foot valves, pumps, motors, discharge piping
and accessory equipment shall not be considered major reconstruction for purposes of this
chapter.


